CHAPTER IV.

THE NEW CONFEDERACY.

MEANWHILE the other Cotton States and the
Gulf States were not idle. It was certain from the
first that Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, and
Louisiana would secede from, the Union. Texas
also was practically certain to follow in their train.
These States, warned perhaps by the experience of
South Carolina, secured without striking a blow all
the forts in their borders with the exception of Fort
Pickens in the harbor of Pensacola, and the forts,
Taylor and Jefferson, at Key West and the Dry
Tortugas. They passed their ordinances of secession
in January, 1861, with the exception of Texas, which
went out on February 1st, and on February 8th, in
connection with South Carolina, they effected at
Montgomery, Alabama, a regular organization of the
Confederate States of America. The seven States
adopted at first a Provisional Government, and, a
month later, a constitution very similar to that of the
United States. Jefferson Davis of Mississippi was-
elected President, and Alexander EL Stephens of
Georgia, Vice-President of the new Confederacy..
Both were able men of large experience in politics^
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